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|l t6s Advent!
Christian to do?

We recognize that Christmas is a ti me
that focuses on the meaning of the Incarnation. Yet, given the secular traditions of Christmas,

we spend most of our time preparing, not for a celebration of the birth of Jesus, but for ful-
filling the demands of the season. We have to buy lots of presents for lots of people andn‘

make sure they are all wrapped and delivered. We have parties to attend and parties to
We have relatives who come to visit or, alternatively, we are the relatives who go elsewhe,
to visit. This requires lots of planning, not to mention the energy required for holiday travel
We have to send out Christmas cards, make sure our addresses are right and that they get
onto all the envelopes. If we have younger children, we may very well spend hours trying to
assemble gifts that come with sketchy instructions written by someone for whom English i
at best, a third language. Ironically our holidaydtolists grows longer and longer while the
days grow shorter and shorteréand so
Meanwhile, we hear our Christian conscious (aka, the Holy Spirit) telling us that
wedre spending too much time and money i
the real meaning of Christmas. We even see the religious posters proclaiming the words:

0Jesus is the reason for the season! o6 e
from retailers, relatives, and revelers. 0

As Christians, we 0doo Advent while e
What does it mean to o0dodé Advent ? Wel | , t

er and rereading the Christhild stories in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew as we are
about reading and planning the safest and cheapest shopping routes; weiltagiree the
details of the Christhild story the same way we imagine the looks on the faces of the little
ones as they receive gifts from us this year; and can we insert ourselves into the Advent
story to re-create the eager anticipation of the arrival of the Savior of the world and Re-

deemer of our soul§ Jesus Christ! . ] _
This Advent season, we are doing a churelde study calledhe Redemption of

ScroogéYes, the Ebenezer Scrooge from the moViee Christmas C&yolOur hope is to
help us focus on our Scroogike tendencies that Christ comes to redeem. If Ebenezer
Scrooge can be redeemed, than so can we! Join us on Wednesdays for great food, grea

worship, and great study all in one night from 5:30pm 3 0 p m! The food
are accepting donations. The worship is contemporary/praigership style with a video

screen for easy participation. And the
can go wrong with any of that!

Since Advent means oOthe arrivalé of i
manger, hear the angels as they announc
|l ove and forgiveness in the fl esh, and i
Shout OEmmanuel ! é Shout oO0Thanks be to 0
OMerry Christmas! o This is what Chrlstlans

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Kyland

90N 9 9 N *””

t

B 6 6 & & & ¢

mw no -

D (Nt O



1

3

n k

e h

mas Breakfast
10:45am Wor-
ship
NO Youth or Little
Youth

10am Prayer 11 am UMW
Group Christmas Party
@ Hughba
7pm Choir
4 ADVENT 58am Men6s 7 8 9 10
9:30 am Sunday | Fellowship 10:30am Advent | 10am Prayer 10am-1pm Chil-
fg_';‘?' | 10am Mow Study Only Group drends R
:45am Worship-1 . 1 Chicken & Lunch
Communion .
5-7pm Little Youth Foot @ Masonic
5-7 pm Youth 6:30pm SPRC 5:30pm Advent 5pm Facility
Christmas 6:30pm Mission Study, Dinner, & |6pm Trustees Rental
Party Lunches Worship 7pm Choir
11 ADVENT 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30am Sunday 10am MOW 10am Lydia 10:30am Advent | 10am Prayer
fg.r:;ol — Circle/Chicken | Study Only Group 1:30pm Hays
CANT?FA orsnip Foot Party 1pm Wimbish Baby Shower
P . Books Delivered &
23pm Childrends Wrapped _
Program . 5pm Fellowship
Choir Partly @ Oscards 5:30pm Advent SS Party
No Youth or Little . Study, Dinner & .
Youth 6:30pm Finance Worship 7pm Choir
18 ADVENT 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30am Sunday | 10am MOW 10:30am Advent | 10am Prayer
School Study Only Group 6:30pm
10:45am Wor- .
ship Christmas Eve
5:30pm Advent Candlelight
NO Little Youth & 6:30m Admin. |Study, Dinner, & Svc.
Youth Council Worship 7pm Choir
25 MERRY 26 27 28 29 30 31 HAPPY
CHRISTMAS! | 10am MOW NEW YEA
9:30 am Christ- EVE!
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% Musical News!

~ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS
* Every Thursday @ 7 pm.

We welcome new voices!

Director: Oscar Seung

7 -~ Christmas Cantata
December 11th, 10:45 am

Children's Choir

We sing for our congregation every 4th Sunday of the month. If your child or
children are interested, bring them to practices on Sundays at 9:30am and at
5pm. Director: Marjorie Pike

CHI LDREN¥#S CHRI ST
December 11th
2 pm
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UMW Christmas Party
December 3, 2016
11:00 AM
Potluck Luncheon

Please join us for some fun and fellowship! All are welcome! If you do not have
a 0Secret Sistero, please bring a wrappec
Mi chel e Hughbankds home
2612 Melbourne Ct.
Pantego, TX 76013
817-819-9364

Driving directions from St. Stephen:

FROM: 1800 West Randol Mill Road
Arlington, TX 76012

*Head wesion W Randol Mill Rd
towardVillage Green Ct
0.2 mi
*Turn left onto Oakwood Ln
1.0 mi
< “}*Turn rightontoW Division St
a 0.5 mi
*Turn leftonto S Bowen Rd
1.5 mi
*Turn rightonto Smith Barry Rd
0.2 mi
*Turn left onto Melbourne Dr
0.2 mi

T TO: 2612 Melbourne Drive k
= Pantego, TX 76013



Lydia Circle & Chicken Foot
will hold
a combined
Christmas gathering

Bring a white elephant gift.

Tuesday
December 13th
10:00 dm
Hospitality Room
All are welcomel!




Rehearsal Schedule ;
Sunday Nov. 6th 5-7pm
Thursday Nov. 10th 7-8pm
Sunday Nov. 13th 5-7pm
Thursday Nov. 17th 7-8pm

Sunday Nov. 20th 5-7pm
Thursday Dec. 1st 7-8pm
Sunday Dec. 4th 5-7pm
Thursday Dec. 8th 7-8pm

Saturday, Dec. 10th 10am -

1pm




FINANCE COMMITTEE :

A big thank you to all who supported the "Flying Fish" fundrais-
er this past monthAs Chairman of the Finance Committee/l
would like to thank all the members who supported our Fund-
raisers through out the 2016 yearhe new Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee for the year ending December 31, 2017 will
be Bennie Stephenson.
God Bless Honey Balsiger, 2016 Finance Chairman.

B &

Jesus isn't just the reason
for the season... -

He's the reason for é"ry '
day of our lives.
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2017 CALENDARS!!
Beautiful photos!

" Bible passages! Great gifts!
Only $7
Youth Fundraiser
Only a few left!

WALL CALENDAR
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KEEP CALM

ITS

CHRISTMAS

PARTY
TIME

oYouth Christmas Party 0

Date: December 2,2017
Time: 6:00pm -8:00pm
Location: St. Stephen UMC,
Education Building
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MATT RAWLE

The Redempliop of

Crooqe

Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire need of a second chance. Is
redemption possible for such a greedy, dark and sad charac-
ter? The Redemption of Scroogef r om Matt Rawl
Culture Series shows us how the teachings of Jesus can be

found i n Dickensdo Christmas
Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and the resurrec-
tion of Christmas future, thi
oned and reinvigorate our spi
familiar story through the lens of faith.

Books will be available for purchase in the office, and at the
study. $11




